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DEPARTMENTOF THE NTERIOR

Fish and Wildhfe Service

5Q CFR Part17

EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
and Plants;Noticeo~Finding on a
PetitionTo DelicttheGrizzly E.aar in
the i~orthernContinental Divide
Ecosystem,theCabinet-Yank
Ecosyatem, the Selkirk Ecceystern,
~rd the Noah asca~esEcotystern

A(~EP~C’t’:FishandW[idljfC Serv,ce,
Interior.
Acr~z~:Noticeof 90-daypet:tiuc

ding.

0J~,~Y:The F.S. Fish andWildlife
~e (Service)announcesa~9-dsv

~Thdnj~f~..ra peutionto amendtheList
H .~ar.geri~dandThreatenedWildlife

i:~ts.Thepet:tionerrequested
Oat tiia Serv~ceOclissthe grizziv hear

c-::ro~hcmbiJ~)popular~onsin
.e ~..irnCrfl Cont~nenteDliii,’
‘~~v~em,Soc Cah ~-Yaah cs:s~em,

anus s~e and ~i~oNorth
,~ose:c~vsterc.Inc Servicefinns

~ pe.tioner d~dnot pro~
cr’rnd ~nforma’or. to in~:otethat

ue:lr-d :t~o: maybe warranted
cf ~t~conrr’o~iatiane.

so: Tbe ftc ho: a::c-u:ceciin this
u:~ewasapprovedon August 13,

~ Questionsannoornments
‘ti’rung this finding should besent

Dr ChristopherServhaen,Grizzly
1ie~rhecnvervCoordinator,U.S. Fish
a:.: \ ~‘;othleService,NS 312.
~H~vtrsity of Montana,Missoulo,
~ontaoa 5~i2.Thepetition. finding,
annsupporungdataareavailablefor
public ins~ect:on,by appointment,
duringnormalbusinesshoursat the
Serviceoffice at theaboveaddress.
FCF~FUFtThERINFORMATION CONTACT: Dr
ChristapherSer’vheen(seeADDRESSES
above),telephone(436) 329—3223.

SLPFLE.t.EkT.&RY l~FORWATtON:

ii ackground

Sect’on4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered
SpecesAct (Act) of 1973,as amended
)i6 USC. 1531et seq.),requires that the
S~r~ice makea 90-day finding on
~vhotherapetition to list, deist, or
recaasifvaspeciespresentssubstantial
scientific or commercial information to
deiionstraitethat the petitioned action

he warranted.
On December11, 1992,a petition was

receivedfrom JamesF. Rathbundated
Dectn.ber 8, 1992. The petitioner
r~’:’.iestedthattheFishandWildlife
~ (Service)delistthegrizzly bear

:505arctoshorribilis) populationsin

theNorthernContinental Divide
ecosystem,theCebinet-Yaak ecosystem,
the Selkirk ecosystem,and the North
Cascadesecosystem.

The petitioner assertedthat the
specieswasnot historically abundantin
thesefour ecosystemsandthatthe
speciesshouldneverhavebeenlisted in
theseecosystemsbecausethereis no
evidencethat thepopulations were ever
threatenedor endangered.The
petitionerdid not provideany
inforniation to substantiatethese
assertions,Reliable historical
information angrizzlybearnumbersis
not available.Recentstudiesof grizzly
bearhahitatsanddensitiesprovide
supportthat theseecosystems
historicallymaintained ahigher
porulationnumberof grizzly bearsthan
existstoday. Threatsidentified in the
f:nal rulethatlisted the grizzly bearas
athreatenedspecies(41 FR 12362)
showedthat thegrizzly bearin the
lower 48 Stateswasindeeda species
that couldbecomeendangeredin the
foreseeablefuture.Furthermore,the
Servicerecentlypublishedflndings on
two petitions.one for theNorth
Cascadesecosystem(56FR 33892)and
onefor the Cabinet-Yaakecosystem(58
FR 625r), that indicatedthat
reclassificationof grizzly hearsfrom
threatenedto endangeredwithin eachof
thesetwo ecosystemswaswarranted,
but precludedby specieswith higher
listing priorities.

Thepetitionerassertedthattheabove
four ecosystemsrepresentfringe areas
thatextendinto theUnitedStatesfrom
Canada,andthat grizzly bearsin Canada
arenot threatenedor endangered.The
po~itionerfurtherassertedthat these
four grizzlybearpopulationsarenot
distinct populationsbecausethey
inhabit anecosystan~that is partof the
larget (Canadian)ecosystemand
becauseindividual grizzly bearsmigrate
acrosstheU.S/Canadianborder.

TheSe~icedisagrecothat tuese
United Statesecosv~emsrepresent
extersionsof Canadianecosystems.
l-{Astoricallv, therangeof thegrizzlybear
extendedfrom Mexico throughoutthe
United Stateswestcf theMississippi
River northwardto Alaska. Today, the
rangeof thegrizzlybearis confinedto
lessthan2 percentof its originalareain
thecontiguousUnited Su4esin distinct
regionsof Montana.Idaho,Wyoming,
andWashington.Grizzly bear
populationsin theconterminousUnited
Statescurrently exist in ecosystemsthat
representtheremaini.ngIragirientsof the
onceextensivegrizzly boarrange
throughcutthesouthernportion of
North America.

While grizzly bearsaremore
abundantin Canada,therehovebeen

significant habitat modifications within
Canadathataresuspectedto have
causeddeclinesor lossesof grizzly bear
populationsin manyareas.

TheService,agreedthatgrizzly bears
migrateacrossthe U.S/Canadianborder
andthatgrizzly bearsin the United
Statesecosystemsarenot separatefrom
grizzly bears in adjacent Canadian
eco.e stems.However, suchseparation is
not requiredfor listing populations
undertheAct.

The petitioner also assortedthat the
GlacierNationalParkportion of the
NorthernContinentalDivide ecosystem
is. by itself, largeenoughto bea grizzly
bearecosystem,The petitionerdid not
provideanyinformation to substantiate
this assertion.TheServicebelievesthat
Glacier NationalPark aloneis not
capableof sustainingalargeenough
populationof grizzlybearsto ensure
long-termgeneticvlabwty andsurvival
of diepopulationandthercioredoesnot
cons’otuteanadequategrizz)y bear
recoveryzone.

In summary.theServicefoundthat
thepetitionerdid not supplysubstantial
information to indicatethatthe
petitionedactionmaybe warrantedin
theNorthernContinentalDivide
ecosystem,theCabinot-Yaakecosystem,
theSelkirk ecosystem.or theNorth
Cascadesecosystem.More detailed
informationregardingtheabove
decisicnsmayhe obtainedfrom the
Service’sMissoula office (see
A23n~SSESabove).

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Patricia
Werthingat theSereica’sEcological
ServicesOffice. P.O. Box 25486,Denver
FederalCenter.Denver,Colorado80225.

Authority

Theauthorityfor this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended(16U.S.C. 1531—1544).

List of Subjectsin 51) CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies.
Exports, Imports,Reportingand -

recordkeepingrequirements,and
Tra is portasion.

Da~ed~August 10. 1993.

Richard N. Smith.
ActingDrpct~r,US.Fish and Wildlife
Service.
[FR Doc. 93—19901Filed8—17—93, R:45 am]
6ILUP~GCODE 4310-45-P
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50 CFR Pait 17 ~ ~--~ ~:~±7
Endangered and Ttweatened Wildlife
and Plants: Notice of Finding on a
Petition To Change the Status of the
Grtzzly Bear Populations in the
Yel~stonsGr~y~sr Ecosystem
and the Northern Conth~entalDMd.
EcosystemFromThreatened to
Recovered

AGEl~Y:FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of 9O-claypetition

SUMMARY: The US. Fishand Wildlife
Serviceannouncesa 90-dayfinding for
a petitionto amend theList of
Endangered andThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.Thepetitionersrequested
that thegrizzlybear(Ursusarcios
ha#ibiiis) populationsin the -

YellowstoneGrizzly Bearecosystemand
theNorthernContinentalDivide
ecosystembe reclassifiedfrosi
threatened to recovered. The Fishand
Wildlife Servicefinds that the
petitionersdid notprovide substantial
informationtoindicatethat the
petitionedectionmaybewarrantedfor
either population.
OA1tS Th. finding annozmcedin this
notice was approved on August 10,
1993.

ADDRESSES Questionsandcomments
concerningthis finding shouldbe sent
to Dr. Christopher Servheen, Grizzly
BearRecovery Coordinator,U.S.Fish
and Wildlife Service, NS312,
University of Montana,Missouls,
Montana 59812.The petition,finding,
andsupportingdataare available for
public inspection, by appointment,
duringnormalbusinesshours at the
Fish andWildlife Serviceoffice at the
aboveaddrees.
FOR FURThERI4FORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
ChristopherServheen (seeADORESatS
above),telephone(406)329—3223.

SUPPLEMENTARY IP4FORMATION

Hackground
Section4(W(3)(A) of the Endange’red

SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973.as amended
(16U.S.C. 1531etseq.), requiresthat the
U.S.Fish andWildlife Service(Service)
make a 90-day finding on whethera
petition to list. delist, or reclassify a
speciespresents substantial scientific or
commercialInformationto demonstrate
that thepetitioned actionmay be
warranted.

On July 17, 1992,a petition was
receivedfrom theMontanansfor
Multiple Usedated July 9, 1992.The
petitioners requested that theService
reclassifythegrizzlybear (Ursusaratos

hombilis)populations in the Northern
ContinentalDivideecosystemand the
YellowstoneGrizzlyBearecosystem
from threatened to recovered.

The petiti.onersassertedthatvarious
grizzlyboarpopulation estimatesfor the
Northern ContinentalDivide ecosystem
andthe YeilowstoneGrizzlyBear
ecosystemmeet therecoverycriteria
detailedin thedraft revisedGrizzly Bear
RecoveryNan (RecoveryPlan)(U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service1992).The
Serviceagreesthatbothgrizzly
populationsmeetsomeof the criteria
necessaryto warrantdelistingihowever,
eachpopulationfails to meetcertain
criteriadetailedin theRecoveryPlan.
Thepopulation in the Yellowstone
GrizzlyBearecosystemdresnotmeet
the criteria for distributionof family
groups,andthe NorthernContinental
Divideecosystemdoesnotmeetthe 6-
yearperiodrequiredfor recording
populationparameters.Further,prior to
delisting, the RecoveryPlan
recommendscompletionof a
conservationplan to ensure
conservationof thepopulationandits
habitat after delisting. Sucha
conservationplanhasnotbeen
completedfor either the Yellowstone
Grizzly Bearecosystemor theNorthern
ContinentalDivide ecosystem.

At suchtimethatany grizzly bear
populstioameetsall tim zecovery
criteri,.esteblksh.din thethencurrent
Grizzly BeerRecoveryPlan,andwhen
aconserv~strategyisapprovedto
ensurethatthegrizzlybearis
adequatelymanagedafterdelisting,
dalistingoithepopulationwill be
pur*aed.If apopulatien is debsted,the
responsibilityfor its continued
management will revmtbackIn the
Statewildlife agency.

In summary, theService found that
thepetitionersdid not provide
substantial scientific or commercial
information to indicatethat their
petitioned actionmaybe warranted in
eitherthe NorthernContinental Divide
ecosystemor the YellowstoneGrizzly
Bearecosystem.More detailed
informationregardingthe above
decisionsmaybeobtained from the
Service’sMissoula office (see -

ADDRESaaSabove).

ReferenmaCited

U.S. FishandWi~d1ifeService.1992.Draft
RevisedGrizzlyBearRecoveryPlan.
Missoula,Montana.200pp.

Thisnoticewaspreparedby Anne
Vandeheyat theService’sMissoula
office (seeADDRESSESabove).

Authority

Theauthorityfor this action isthe
Endangered SpeciesAct of 1973.as
amended(16U.S.C.1531—1544).

List ofSubjectsin 5OCFRPart17
Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,

Exports,Imports, Reporting and
recordkeepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

Dated:August tO, 1993.
Richard N.Susith,
ActingDirector,Fish andWildlifeService.
[FR Doc. 93—19900Filed S—17—93;8:45 am]
BLUNG COOS lame-es-p

50 CFR Part 17

RIN 1O18—ACO9

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants Proposed Threatened
Status for the Lake Erie Water Snake,
NerodlaSipedon Insutarum

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Proposedrule.

SUMMARY: TheFishandWildlife Service
proposesto determinethreatenedstatus
for the Lake Eriewatersnake,Nesodia
sipedoninsukzruni.andtherebyprovide
the speciesprotectionunderthe
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended.This island subspecieswas
onceabundantand-widespread
throughout the islandsof Lake Erieand
on the adjacentmainland.However,in
the last 54)years, the population has
dramaticallydeclineddueto habitat
losscausedby rapidshoreline
developmentandto activeeradication
by islandresidents.Thesnake
populationhasbeenreducedonall
islandsand eliminated fromat leastone
islandwhereit oncewasabundant. The
population is currentlyestimatedto
includeonly 1262 adults.
DATES: Comments from all interested
parties must be receivedby November
16, 1993.Public hearingrequestsmust-
be receivedby October4, 1993.
A0fl1~ESSES:Commentsandmaterials
concerning thisproposalshould be sent
to U.S.Fish andWildlife Service.
FederalBuilding, I FederalDrive, Fort
Snelling.Minnesota.55111—4056.
Commentsand materialsreceivedwill
be available for public inspection,by
appointment, during normalbusiness
hours at theaboveaddress.
FOR FURTHERINFORMATION CONTACT:
Craig Johnson, Chief. Division of
EndangeredSpecies,atthe above
address(612—725--3276).
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